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The appeal of Fatu Rimbert, Family Service Worker, Essex County, 
Department of Citizen Services of her removal, effective November 28, 2017, on 
charges, was heard by Administrative Law Judge Julio C. Morejon (ALJ), who 
rendered his initial decision on September 18, 2019. No exceptions were filed by the 
parties. 

Having considered the record and the ALJ's initial decision, and having made 
an independent evaluation of the record, the Civil Service Commission 
(Commission), at its meeting on October 23, 2019, did not adopt the ALJ's 
recommendation to modify the appellant's removal to a six-month suspension. 
Rather, the Commission upheld the appellant's removal. 

DISCUSSION 

The appointing authority presented the appellant with a Final Notice of 
Disciplinary Action (FNDA), removing her on charges of inability to perform duties, 
conviction of a crime, conduct unbecoming a public employee, violation of policies 
and procedures, and other sufficient cause. Specifically, the appointing authority 
asserted that on November 16, 2017, the appellant was indicted by a State Grand 
Jury on two counts of insurance fraud (second and third degree), two counts of 
impersonation (third degree), and theft by deception (third degree). On December 4, 
2017, the appellant pled guilty to insurance fraud - false claim for payment, in 
violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-4.6A, a third-degree crime. Upon the appellant's appeal, 
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